Cultural  assessment - Reflection

Due by the day/time of the final exam – typed (double spaced) or hand written (skip lines).  Submitted on Moodle, via e-mail or in person any time before the due date

Assignment:  After your interaction with a native Spanish speaker, write a two paragraph reflection in which you:
· make cultural comparisons:
identify the culture and describe the product (e.g. food) or practice (e.g. holiday celebration) you discussed; compare/contrast the target culture and your own culture regarding the product or practice
· connect products and/or practices to perspectives:
analyze/explain the relationship between the underlying beliefs, attitudes, or values and the products and practices described above. Consider the attitude toward: power, religion, freedom, wealth, health, family, intelligence, education, free time, material possessions… Compare/contrast the target culture and your own culture regarding these perspectives. 

You may not know the explanation but are trying to offer an honest analysis, so be sure to  demonstrate cultural understanding and sensitivity in your reflection


Example:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Americans look forward to vacation time.  In fact, “how many weeks of paid vacation” is an important consideration when one decides to accept a new job.  Nevertheless, vacation time is not always important enough to an individual that he/she would take a vacation knowing that there would be no salary at the end of the vacation. Nor would most small businesses close their doors and cut off all income so that the owner and his/her family can take a vacation. In France, however, small family owned  businesses will close for a month in the summer for the annual summer vacation with no hesitation to do so.

WHAT DOES THIS DIFFERENCE TELL US ABOUT UNDERLYING VALUES IN THE US AND IN FRANCE? 
- importance of free time, family time
- importance of money
- etc.
